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Area Showdown: Sulphur Springs, Bastrop
meet in offensive battle
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The playoif quesi for the Sulphur Springs Wildcats continues Friday at they meet Bastrop in a battle of powerful
offenses.

Sure, the defenses will have a say about the eventuat ouicome.
Butit's the high oclane attacks of the Wildcats and Bears which
grabs the headlines.

Roth teams coma Into the Class 4A Division ) playoff game
averaging more than 40 poinis a game. The teams collide at 7:30
p.n. Friday at Waco Midway's Panther Stadium,

The Bears and Wildcats are both coming off high-scoring
comeback wins, Jacksonville held a 210 lead early, but the
Wildcats rallied to down the Indians 56-52 in a thriller played in
Tyler's Rose Stadium.

*The positive thing is we won the game,” Sulphur Springs head
football coach Greg Owens said rubbing his hana across his scalp.
“We went from being 21 down 1o being 21 poinls ahead. The
game was really loo exciting for me. You survive and you move
on.

Sulpmr Springs defensizz comdinator Matt Young
congralulates Wikicat Ensbacker Joo Scolt (d2) atthe  Owens said, “We never let up, we played with passion and heart.
and ¢l the 56-82 thrilling win ovar Jacksorwills, Trie We made plays ang got momentum back on our side against

Vitdont defonse will he tested Friday vy Bastrop. Stuf!

phisto by Luge Nobio Jacksonville. That's the way it is going to be in the playoffs. Both
g By Lo Ol

teams can score and you have Lo be able to handle it. Playcf
games arg a rafler-coaster ride. The team with the fewest penaltiss and mistakes usually wins.” ‘You are not logged in.
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Against Jacksonville, Wildcat quarterback Justin CGwens completad 20 of 34 passes for 320 yards and two scores,
he also ran for 65 yards and three key fouchcowns. Kendrick Daniels peced the rushing game with 117 yards and
two scores. The Wildcats had 508 total yards in the game.

While Sulphur Springs was winning in Tyler, the Bears playing in Waco against Corsicana, came up with 21 third
quarter paints as they sallied for a 55-34 win over the Tigers in the bi-district round.

In that game Bastrop quarterback Josiah Monroe completed 26 of 41 passes for 501 yards and four louchdowns, he

also ran 28 times of 170 yards and two more scores. 8,000 uificialh
ased team
“These guys are good, they find ways ko win,” Owens said. “They're down from 5A 1o 44, they have been in big time 5 from NCAA,

3, NBA. NFL.

. Wewi . Th h ing.” ;
games before, We will have our hands ul ey know what ihey are doing, NHL & NASCAR

Bastrop operates from the spread attack, throwing the ball 60 percent of the time.

The team doesn't throw that many screens, They prefer a guick hilting attack. The Bears also are not afraid to go
deep.

“Monroe makes it all go, he's a guy about 5-10 or 50, and he's a good runner with a rocket for an arm,” Owans said.
"Hg throws a great deep ball and has three good receivers. He's like a little Michael Vick. He's carried their ball club.
When they were 5A he was Newcomer of the Year as a sophomore and {ast yoar was Offensiva MVE in 5A.°

The coach continued, “We can't [et Monrog get comfortable, wa want to put him in a bind. We'd like for him to make
mistakes, force him into soma turnovers.”

Roberl Nunn Is known as the spead receiver using his 6-2 frame to get open. Mason Foyiik and Trae Bunton are
pOSSESsSion receaivers.
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Owens said, “They ke to throw it, but they have a pretly good running game. They throw it fo set up the run.
Maonroa can run, but mast of the yardage he gels is not off a designed play, but from scrambles. They make things
happen. They're more offensive-mindsd and explosive than they are on the defense.”

The Bastrop defense has surrendered 273 points a game. They operate from a 3-4 formation.
Owens said he unsure how the of Bastrap would apgroach the game with Sulphur Springs.

“| have seen tapes where they laid back and other times whan they blitz a lot,” Owens said. “They rotate kids in and

aul.

Owens said, “The game will come down Lo putling points on the board, limiting mistakes and penalties. We can't
have dropped passes and misiakes like we did against Jacksonville. We have to make the mosl of our scoring
opporiunities.”

Sulphur Springs will irave! lo Waceo Friday by bus, the trip will also figurs inlo how the Wildcats play.

We have a three hour bus ride and we will lose some spring in our legs,” Qwens said. “Wa have 1o get out and get
maving when we get to Waco. But that is all about the playoffs,”

Owaens said, “We've had a pretly good week of practice so far. Monday, we were a litile sluggish, but that's bacause
wa played Thursday iast week and we pave them some days off. Now we are back to the regular week.”

Owens said he likes the way his team is playing and thinks they will be up to the challenge of another big playoff
game.

“Our guys know what is at stake, we want to keep playing,” Owens said. "We have to get defensive stops and be
focused an playing good ball and not making mistakes. Turnovers, as always are a key. Wa nead to hang onte the
ball and force a few lurnovers from Bastrop. It should be a good high schoo! game.”
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